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Downtown Portland Businesses Rally Together with SOLVE to host Downtown Cleanup
Portland Ore., August 26, 2020 - SOLVE, Portland Business Alliance, Portland Lodging Alliance, and
others are rallying together to host a cleanup of Downtown Portland on September 3. This event open
to the public for anyone who is interested in volunteering for the cleanup effort.
SOLVE has hosted several cleanups downtown since June, supporting hundreds of Portlanders
who have wanted to care for their community through volunteer litter cleanup. The purpose of the
September 3 Downtown Portland Cleanup is to send a clear message to the Portland community that
the Portland business district is an open, safe, and clean place to visit, while inviting the community to
join the effort.
“As the challenges in Portland continue to impact businesses, I think we all have a responsibility”
explains George Schweitzer, Chairman for the Portland Lodging Alliance and Managing Director of The
Benson Hotel. “This is an important event for businesses to come together, along with the Portland
community at large, to show that we are a strong and resilient city, and that we can come together to
restore our vibrant streets so that people can feel safe to explore and help our businesses thrive.”
Kris Carico, CEO of SOLVE echoes his sentiments stating, “SOLVE prides itself on offering a safe
space for anyone who wants to make a positive difference in their community. A volunteer litter cleanup
brings everyone together because it is a simple activity that all can support. At the end of the day, it’s
about caring for the place we call home.”
The event will begin at multiple locations throughout downtown, to accommodate the need for
social distancing during volunteer check-in, while also allowing for the maximum amount of interested
volunteers to participate given group gathering restrictions. The event will follow all SOLVE’s COVID-19
Safety Guidelines including requiring participants to wear a face covering, maintain a minimum of six
feet of distance, and only providing sanitized cleanup equipment to volunteers, among other measures.
Volunteers will focus on removing large items of litter and debris, while also focusing on picking
up cigarette butts that often end up in storm drains and pollute the nearby Willamette River and other
waterways. Community members who would like to get involved in the volunteer event should visit
solveoregon.org to pre-register.

About SOLVE
SOLVE is a statewide non-profit organization that brings Oregonians together to improve our
environment and build a legacy of stewardship. Since 1969, the organization has grown from a small,

grassroots group to a national model of volunteer action. Today, SOLVE mobilizes and trains tens of
thousands of volunteers of all ages across Oregon to clean and restore our neighborhoods and natural
areas, and to build a legacy of stewardship for our state. Visit solveoregon.org for more information.
About Portland Business Alliance
The Portland Business Alliance is greater Portland’s Chamber of Commerce. Our mission is to create
opportunity and advance well-being for all who live and work in the greater Portland and SW
Washington region. Our vision is a healthy and resilient business ecosystem.
Visit PortlandAlliance.com for more information.
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